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2 “FIRST LESSONS™ IN RUG MAKING.
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Briggs Transfers

Large complete album
showing over 2,500 designs

Every Needlewoman should have this book for reference

Borders, Scallops, Sprays and Corners, Chair-
backs, Cushions, Birds and Butterflies, Blouses
and Camisoles, D’Oyleys, Table Centres,

Cosies, Table Covers, Initials, etc., ete.
Many of these designs are suitable for Floral,
Conventional, Broderie Anglaise. Richelicu,
Raised Rose and Fibre Braid Embroideries.

This Album may be seen at any Fancy Repository or
will be sent post tree for 48. from the Manufacturers.

WM. BRIGGS & Co. LTD,,
34 Cannon Street, Manchester

The Manufacturers supply the Actual
Transters to the Trade only.

COURT SILK

(Regd.)

FOR EMBROIDERY

Used by all the Notable
Needleworkers of to-day.

Dyed in 340 ART SHADES and Guaranteed
FAST DYE.

The Brilliancy and Colour of Court Silk
IS PRACTICALLY EVERLASTING.

Ask to see a shade card
at your local Repository.

Mercerised

Crochet

A Highly Lustrous Mercerised 6 cord Thread.

The most perfect
quality and highest
finished of all
MERCERISED
CROCHET
THREADS

Sizes
5, 10. 20. 30,
40, 50, 60,
70, 80,
100.

Needlecraft Journals
DESCRIBE
NUMEROUS PATTERNS
worked  with this
thread and recommend
it for all good class
Crochet work.

This Crochet is noted
for its super quality
no expense being
spared in its pre-
paration and finish,

The Blue Ticket.

]

If unable to procure ‘¢ Hedebo'

write for the address of the nearest Fancy Repository who

stock it to the Sole Manufacturers: WM. BRIGGS & CO. LTD., 34 Cannon Street,
or 6. 6, & 7 Ivy Lane, London, E.C,, who will send free patterns of Hedebo
Threads on receipt of 2d. in stamps for postage.
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“FIRST LESSONS,”

The Practical Needlework Teacher.

— e

No. 1-CROCHET No. 5—EMBROIDERY

No. 2—KNITTING No. 6—DRAWN THREAD
No. 3—PLAIN SEWING | No. T—RUG MAKING
No.4—DARNING AND MENDING No.8—PEN PAINTING

No.9—LOOP STITCH or ROSARY WORK.

INTRODUCTION.

UG MAKING at home is a craft that has long been practised and has
lately become very much more popular because of the great improve-
ment in the materials for the work which are now available. Instead

of the coarse wools of crude colours and the awkward, sprawling designs, we
have now offered to us both wool and designs of a highly artistic nature.
When we add to this the invention of an implement that makes the work
simplicity itself, and removes what was objectionable before, we can predict
with perfect certainty that rug making is entering upon a new lease of life
1n popular estimation.

The work consists of pulling loops of thick rug wool through the meshes
of a specially made canvas, resulting in a thick pile that resembles Axminster

carpet of a high quality. The actual formation of the knot and the little pull
that 1s necessary is all done by means of the implement which we shall
presently describe, so that the most delicate fingers that dislike the feel of
rough wool need have no fear of inconvenience, for the handling is reduced to
a mimimum. The rugs that are produced will last a life-time and are soft and
most luxurious to the feet ; they will stand brushing, beating and cleaning, and
are only improved by hard wear,—indeed the choicest designs do not attain
their full beauty until the pile has been well trodden down by a year’s steady
wear. Like all pile carpets there is always a certain amount of loose ends of
wool that has to come away when the rugs are new, and steps have to be taken
to counteract this. The method is simple enough. After the rug is finished
1t 1s placed on a flat surface and rubbed with the palm of the hand; a glove
can be worn if preferred, and the rubbing must be continued until the worst
of the “flufling out " has ceased. When the rug or carpet is put into use it is
advisable to brush it occasionally outside the room, in a place where the fluff
san easily be collected. Remember that the more care is taken in getting rid
of the fluff at first the less trouble there will be when the rug is put into use

A favourite use for hand-made rugs is the threshold mat, because the thick
pile acts as a very efficient draught excluder ; nothing can be nicer than a
plain mat of two tints of the same colour, dark border and light centre, or
vice versa, for this purpose, a set of mats for all bedroom doors on a landing
béing a smart feature in any house. Then hearth rugs are very cosy and
decorative made with this thick pile ir: one of the artistic designs that are
illustrated in this book. For those who have the determination to tackle
larger affairs, the system of making in sections is available, and in this way
small carpets can be produced that will completely cover the floor of boudoirs
or dens, and give, by their rich softness and colouring, an air of refined luxury
that is not attainable in other ways except at a very large expenditure of
-money.
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CHOOSING A DESIGN.

The designs that we shall presently describe ofler a variety of style from
which the most fastidious can suit her taste, and it must be remembered that
sometimes the best results are obtained by working in plain colours, or in the
“speckle” that is described later, thus a rich patterned border with a plain
green or blue filling gives a most restful and artistic result, and for small
door mats the plain border and centre already mentioned is usually the
best choice.

On the other hand it should be borne in mind that it is just as easy to
work the most elaborate pattern as it is to cover the canvas with wool of one
colour. The design is marked on the canvas in its correct colour, and all that
one has to do is to pick up a loop of the wool corresponding to the colour that
occurs on the canvas and the design shapes itself as you proceed. There 1s no
counting of stitches, no matchin 3 of colours, no printed instructions to follow.
For this reason the very youngest worker, once she has been shown the method,
can produce the m st artistic rugs, and those whose eyes have grown too dim
to follow the intricate details of work that delighted them in days gone by,
will find in rug making a productive employment that will solace many an
hour that might otherwise hang heavy on hand.

THE MATERIALS AND REQUISITES.

Canvas.—This is a specially-made, strong fabric known as Bg46, and is
sold in widths 121in., 14 in., 18 in,, 27 in., 36 in., and 451n. at a very reasonable
price. It is also sold cut up into mats or rugs with the designs stencilled upon
it, and this is undoubtedly the most convenient way of purchasing the
groundwork.

Wool.—The Fairy Rug Wool is the material that has been used for the
preparation of the designs illustrated in this book, and is recommended as the
best that can be procured both in substance and in colour. The range of
shades has been carefully chosen by the help of fine specimens of carpets, so as
to enable workers to reproduce all the rich Eastern effects that are suitable
to modern requirements. The Fairy wool will be found to “fluff out” less
than most makes and to be permanent in colour.

The Patent Rug Machine.—The action of this implement can be seen
at a glance from our working illustrations. It is far quicker to use than any
book, and does away with the strain upon the fingers in pulling the loops
tight. By its use the necessary movements are reduced to simplicity itself,
and its low cost makes it a boon to all home workers. It is sold everywhere

There is also a tool called the “ Patent Rug Hook,” which has a loose bar
that covers the hook as it is being drawn through the loop. This is a great
improvement on the ordinary hook, and it is still favoured by many workers,

Plain hooks with either wooden or cork handles may also be purchased
at 2d. and 3d. respectively, but their use is not advised, since they are slower
to manipulate and split the wool unless great care is taken.

The Gauge.—This is a plain wooden strip used to cut the wool into the
required short lengths, and is sold at 1d. Two sizes are made. The “Economy”
gauge is the smaller size and uses less wool than any gauge ever offered to the
public before, and the rugs made by its help are of sufficiently deep pile to suit
all ordinary purposes. The broad gauge is used where a very rich and heavy
texture is required.
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